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Dear Sir or Madam:

You hold the outline of a project in your hands that I would like you to take to heart as a unique documentary film project: 
THE 4th REVOLUTION – Energy Autonomy.

THE 4th REVOLUTION – Energy Autonomy is the first film in the world of this scope and reach, which presents a consistent and 
positive global vision: The transformation of the world‘s energy supply to 100% renewable energy is possible and includes the in-
depth solution for the most challenging problem of our time.

We would like to continue distributing this film with its immense message and at the same time create opportunities for you to 
reach your goals as well. Therefore, we are addressing you directly.

In the first part of the brochure, we have summarized the most important information and included the most attractive photos from the 
project. From page sixteen on we then introduce your possibilities for participation. Join us on a tour into the world of energy autonomy 
– a goal we can all reach together. We look forward to the opportunity of welcoming you as a partner in the 4th Revolution.

Sincerely yours,

Carl-A. Fechner

“Comprehensively created catastrophe scenarios colour our view of the world. I would like to 
help you experience the same intensity and the same view towards entertainment, information, 
opportunities, solutions and perspectives. We know that humanity‘s hunger for perspective 
knows no limits. We need courage to change and “visualizing sustainable activity” – The mission 
statement of my production company fechnerMEDIA for more than 20 years.”
(Carl-A. Fechner, Director and Producer)
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THE INVITATION



Since Harrisburg, Chernobyl, and Fukushima we have known that humanity cannot completely control 
the use of nuclear energy for electricity production. 

We know that, despite the Kyoto Protocol, global greenhouse gas emissions continue to skyrocket.

We know that the frequency of disastrous flooding, heat waves, tornados and hurricanes have been 
increasing dramatically as a result of global climate change.

We know that the greenhouse effect is responsible for the rise of the sea level, which threatens the 
existence of many island countries and coastal regions.

We know that according to statistics from the World Health Organization (WHO), one billion people 
suffer constant hunger as a result of climate change.

We know that the mining of lignite and hard coal leaves entire landscapes destroyed and the environment 
despoiled.

We have known since the explosion on the Deepwater Horizon oil platform that the exploitation of the oil 
reserves creates immeasurable damage to the environment and humanity.

We know that the supply of uranium, natural gas and crude oil will run out within the next 50 years.

We have known since the war in Libya that the battle for the remaining fossil fuels will be waged in 
concert with regimes that ignore human rights.

We know that the transition to renewable energy represents an existential necessity for all of humanity 
and is an opportunity for increased justice, peace and energy autonomy.

 “This project is extremely important at a time of dramatic 
challenges to energy policy in general and in view of the 
accelerating climate development in particular.”
(Klaus Töpfer, Chairman of the Ethics Commission of the German 
Federal Government)
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We know that we must do something.
Sun, wind, water and geothermal energy are naturally occurring energy 
sources, which offer all of humanity equal opportunity, renew naturally, 
are free of charge and available for the long haul. Only a broadly based 
awareness of the possibilities of renewable energy can ignite an 
international movement and usher in the crucially necessary energy 
transition. We need an immediate, instructive and inspiring medium that 
compactly and coherently communicates this knowledge to the world. 
A large scale documentary film can accomplish this global task. We have 
produced it.
It‘s called: THE 4th REVOLUTION - Energy Autonomy.

Solar Thermal Power Plant, Andasol / Spain 5

The Foreword



We know that we can all do something.
THE 4th REVOLUTION - Energy Autonomy is an ambitious film project: Conceived by 
trailblazers like the best-selling author and Alternative Nobel Prize Laureate, Hermann 
Scheer, carried out by the determined team of one of the most well-known documentary 
filmmakers in Germany and championed by people, who through their environmental thinking 
and action demonstrate solutions for survival today and tomorrow. In other words, engaged 
entrepreneurs, multipliers, event planners, activists, sponsors and supporters like you.

”The transition from nuclear and fossil 
energy to renewable sources is an 
existential necessity for the future viability 
of human civilization.”
(Hermann Scheer †, former Member of the 
German Bundestag)

Suntech Headquarter, Wuxi / China6



People like Hermann Scheer. 
The outline for the film, THE 4th REVOLUTION - Energy Autonomy originated 
with Hermann Scheer, the renowned economist and social scientist, Member 
of the German Bundestag and Alternative Nobel Prize Laureate. In his book, 
“Energieautonomie”, published in 2005, he underscored the “unbroken power of 
our handed-down energy thinking” and demonstrated ways in which the complete 
transition to renewable energy can succeed. His message is that the transition is 
possible.
The only pre-requisite: We must want it and fight for it!

Hermann Scheer passed away suddenly in October of 2010, a few months after 
completion of the film.  THE 4th REVOLUTION - Energy Autonomy  pays homage to 
one of the most important trailblazers of our time.

Campus UCLA, Los Angeles / USA 7

The Idea



“It is really exciting to expand renewable energy, 
because that is the fastest way to bring energy to 
people, who would otherwise have no access to 
electricity in their lives.”
(Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, Professor Muhammad Yunus)
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Brief Summary
Politicians, activists, scientists, mid-wives – the filmmaker, Carl-A. Fechner travels the continents 
with his 5-person crew and meets people, who come from the most diverse backgrounds and set 
the most varying of goals: positions in the battle to provide the energy supply for tomorrow.

On the one hand you have the corporations, which hang on to the privilege they enjoy over the 
distribution and use of the energy supply. On the other hand are the inventors, politicians and 
visionaries; people who dream of an independent, decentral and highly technical energy production 
– and they have long since developed it. They represent hope for the two billion in the world who do 
not have access to electricity, but they also offer hope to those in the Northern Hemisphere, who 
increasingly suffer from the results of a seemingly unteachable fossil-energy-based economy.

The prominent protagonists in this documentary stand for a growing group of people, for whom the 
awareness of the importance of a democratization of the energy supply has become clear. They 
encourage people to become active themselves and not give up in the face of the power whose 
interests must be taken to task.
                                               
The transformation of the world as we know it begins with each person.

Solar Thermal Power Plant, Andasol / Spain 9

The Film
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Hermann Scheer
The politician Hermann Scheer personifies the battle for renewable energy: in 2000 he was instrumental in the 
development of the Renewable Energy Law. Scheer was called to serve as Chairman of the World Council of 
Renewable Energy and was awarded the Alternative Nobel Prize.

Preben Maegaard
Already in 1983, Maegaard demonstrated that energy autonomy is doable. He founded the Nordic Folk Centre in 
Denmark, in which today over 50,000 people draw their energy from 100% renewable wind energy – he created 
the largest autonomous energy area in the world. Maegaard proves the simple truth, which the lobbies fight 
against: it is doable!

Ibrahim Togola
Inspired in Denmark, the engineer realized that renewable energy is the key for the rural population of Mali to 
access electricity and economic opportunities. Therefore, he started installing autonomous energy systems in 
the villages of Mali. On the side he broadcasts the knowledge for supplying renewable energy. 

Fatih Birol
Birol is the chief economist for the powerful International Energy Agency located in Paris. He considers the 
transition to 100 percent renewable energy in the next three decades to be unrealistic. He sees the solution 
much more in “clean” coal energy and “secure” nuclear power, since nuclear waste – “at least in France” – 
has never been a problem. His expertise was gathered during years of work for OPEC. “Everything I know, I 
learned from OPEC.”

Maria Skyllas-Kazacos
The professor for chemical technology is one of the most renowned energy storage specialists and primary 
developer of a battery, which promises the stable base supply of renewable energy: the union of vision and 
research.
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THE protagonistS
Elon Musk
The Californian is an inventor and entrepreneur; he owns the space technology company, spaceX, and invested in 
TESLA, the cult producer of the electro-sports cars. Musk demonstrates how innovative and economically attractive 
environmentally friendly technology is for savvy people.

Matthias Willenbacher
The committed entrepreneur belongs to the leading project developers for renewable energy. His company is led by 
the vision of a completely regenerative energy supply. The best example for the viability of this vision is the primary 
work space of the growing workforce of around 1,000 employees: it‘s the most energy-efficient office building in the 
world. It is a symbol for the rigorous implementation of the upcoming energy transformation. 

Maximilian Gege
The chairman of the largest environmental initiative in the European economy B.A.U.M. e.V. shows companies and 
producers how they can lucratively protect the environment within their company operations. He awakens the hope 
of future-minded political engagement on the European level.

Zhengrong Shi
Shi‘s company has in the meantime become the world leader in the production of solar cells. His next interim 
goal is grid parity: He believes that within three to five years solar power will be less expensive than power from 
conventional power plants.

Bianca Jagger
In 2004 Bianca Jagger was awarded the Alternative Nobel Prize for her involvement in human rights, social justice 
and environmental protection. She shows that global responsibility can coexist with societal influence and capital.

Muhammad Yunus
Yunus‘ financial enterprise, Grameen Bank, provides micro loans for the rural population in Bangladesh and up to 
the end of 2010 had financed and installed more than 400,000 solar home systems. Their customers and installation 
experts are 95% women – a revolution of its own. Muhammad Yunus was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006. 



Financing with Crowd Funding
 
Private individuals, associations and companies 
still have the opportunity to participate in financing 
the project by purchasing shares in the form of 
symbolic film building blocks. 144 Supporters (from 
1,000 euros), 24 Sponsors (from 20,000 euros), 
one Main Sponsor (150,000 euros) and Matthias 
Willenbacher as Investor (550,000 euros) were 
able to secure the 1.5 million euro budget for the 
production by April 2011.

Crowd Funding guarantees journalistic inde-
pendence on the one hand and on the other it 
emphasizes the movement character of the project 
down to the financing. But that‘s not enough…

German Bundestag, Berlin / Deutschland12

The Energy Autonomy Event Campaign

Long before the cinema start, the fechnerMEDIA crew supplemented the standard film marketing and public 
relations work of the distributor, DELPHI, by implementing a comprehensive grassroots campaign concept: 
The Energy Autonomy Event Campaign.

Meanwhile at more than 300 locations deeply interested and involved individuals – from entrepreneurs in the 
renewable energy sector to political parties and environmental groups down to public initiatives, university 
students and school groups – have been drawn together into film project related activities. The goal was 
to use the power of networking in order to plan shared activities, carry them out and multiply them in their 
respective networks. As a result many people were brought into contact with the film at a local level and 
inspired to action.

These event partners arranged countless premiere parties, which often included panel discussions and 
exhibits about protecting the climate, renewable energy and electric mobility. Events often included green but 
sometimes also red carpets accompanied by the normal film glamour and attracted local politicians, mayors 
and local VIPs into the cinema. Members of the press received a range of impressions through the events, 
which resulted in them writing about the film and the issue.

The results of the campaign are visible: THE 4th REVOLUTION – Energy Autonomy has had 130,000 viewers in 
cinemas in Germany, Austria and Switzerland alone by the end of April 2011 and is therefore the most widely 
viewed cinema documentary film in Germany in 2010.

The 4th Revolution event partners advised interested individuals following the screenings on ways they could 
become involved in the energy transition in their own region and how much each person can contribute by 
their own actions. Remaining true to the motto of the movement: The end of the film can stand as a new 
beginning for everyone…



“The Fuldaer Weg is an initiative that developed alongside THE 4th REVOLUTION. The film 
demonstrates that it is possible, even for a region like Fulda, to produce 100% of the necessa-
ry energy from renewable sources. We see ourselves as a platform for networking and com-
munication and change and implementation of ideas, projects, initiatives and perspectives 
in the region.”
(Felix Döppner, event partner in Fulda)
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MORE THAN A FILM

More Than A Film

So the film is much more than a film by now. It was and is the instrument of a movement that grounded the issue in the society 
locally, decentrally and sustainably at many levels. The results are intentional actions and visible changes moving towards 
100% renewable energy. The event partners are schooled and networked by fechnerMEDIA and equipped with advertising and 
informational material and trained in leading their campaign. There are face-to-face interactions including all those involved at 
the so-called event partner meetings. This networking and the exchange of best patterns for the individual events and campaign 
elements result in new structures across the country.

Those who are involved as well as the initiatives themselves are energized by the shared activities and from the awareness 
and transparency knowing that at many places individuals like them are investing in the issue and changing things. The Energy 
Autonomy campaign office continues to receive enthusiastic emails from the community. Many are of the opinion that the 
election in Baden-Württemberg in 2011 was partially influenced by the film and the numerous activities connected with it. 
Some communities have been strengthened to become energy independent through the 4th Revolution initiatives. Citizen-owned 
power plants have been called into life. Private individuals switch to green power or have solar panels installed on their roofs. 
School groups get involved and create climate PLCs, dash through their schools as energy detectives and test where energy can 
be saved. They then convince their parents about the issue. We could continue the list almost endlessly.

In general, it can be said that the film creates a huge awareness about the advantages of 100% renewable energy and explains 
why changing things quickly is so crucial. It also stirs to action and fosters the energy transition.
In order to continue this campaign, we need your support! Because only with your help are we able to continue the campaign 
and keep going nationally and world-wide.



Rückschau: Die 4. Revolution!

BR, Sonntag, 7. März 2010

Licht für Afrika, Solartechnikerinnen in Bangladesh, Windräder in

Kalifornien! Der Dokumentarfilm "Die 4. Revolution" zeigt, dass die

radikale Umwälzung des Energiemarktes gegen alle Aussagen der

Kraftwerks-Lobby möglich ist. Steht die nächste gesellschaftliche

Revolution kurz bevor?

Erneuerbare Energien? Utopisch!
Los Angeles. Eine Megastadt mit 20 Millionen Einwohnern.

Ausreichend Strom für dieses Lichtermeer können nur Atom- und

Kohlekraftwerke liefern. Sagen die Lobbyisten der mächtigen

Energiewirtschaft. Wie etwa Fatih Birol von der Internationalen

Energieagentur: "Es ist völlig utopisch, dass wir unseren

Energiebedarf innerhalb weniger Jahrzehnte durch erneuerbare

Energien decken werden."

"Schlimmste aller Umweltverschmutzungen"

Doch schon jetzt gibt es ganze Landstriche, die zu 100 Prozent mit

Strom aus erneuerbaren Energien versorgt werden. Zum Beispiel in

Dänemark. "Und deswegen halte ich es für die größte und

schlimmste aller Umweltverschmutzungen, dass immer wieder von

zahllosen Energie-Experten versucht wird der Gesellschaft

auszureden, dass es diese Perspektive überhaupt in überschaubarer

Zeit geben könnte", sagt Hermann Scheer vom Weltrat Erneuerbare

Energien. "Weil man damit die Gesellschaft deaktiviert."

Die große Chance der Menschheit
Energie-Revolution! An die Stelle gigantischer Atom- und

Kohlekraftwerke treten viele kleine, dezentrale Kraftwerke, die

erneuerbare Energien nutzen. Kosten verursacht dabei nur noch die

Technik. Die Energie selbst ist hier unendlich. Und wird von der

Natur geliefert. Jeden Tag. "Das Entscheidende, was jeder tun muss

für sich selber, was auch Kommunen tun können, was Städte tun

können, Regionen, Länder, ganze Nationen: zu verstehen, dass das

die große Chance der Menschheit ist", sagt der Regisseur Carl-A.

Fechner: "Sie müssen das Meer erstmal lieben, dann können sie

auch ein Boot bauen."

Visionär aus Bangladesch

Muhammad Yunus aus Bangladesh, ein Banker und Revolutionär,

ausgezeichnet mit dem Friedensnobelpreis. Sein Ziel: Energie für

alle. Auch für die Ärmsten. "Armut wird doch nicht von den Armen

geschaffen. Die sind nicht schuld daran", sagt Muhammad Yunus.

"Wenn man sie unterstützt, können sie die Armut hinter sich lassen."

Seine Grameen Bank hat in Bangladesh durch Mikrokredite für die

Landbevölkerung 400.000 Solaranlagen finanziert. Installiert und

gewartet werden sie von Frauen. Die Bank hat Hausfrauen zu

Solartechnikerinnen ausgebildet. Und das mit gutem Grund. "Wir

wenden uns an Frauen, weil wir so die ganze Familie erreichen", sagt

Dipal Barua von Grameen Solar: "Mit Männern geht das nicht. Wir glauben, dass Frauen und vor

allem Mütter das Energieproblem lösen können."

07.03.2010 - DasErste - ttt - titel thesen temperamente - Die 4. Revolution!

http://www.daserste.de/ttt/beitrag_dyn~uid,h8vpo5s7ldely1j...
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Ein Kinofilm will die Welt verändern

Die 4. Revolution

„Die vierte Revolution – EnergyAutonomie“ ist sp
ektakuläres Kino und

bedeutsame Botschaft zugleich. Der Film will nichts weniger als den Beweis

antreten, dass die weltweite Energiewende möglich ist – wenn die Menschen

es nur wollen. Der Dokumentarfilm von Regisseur Carl A. Fechner beschreibt

anhand von 10 visionären Protagonisten, darunter Nobelpreisträger,

Umweltaktivisten, Unternehmer, ein Banker und ein Politiker- wie die

Energiewende in den nächsten 30 Jahren zu schaffen ist. Und er soll zeigen,

welche Chancen die Energierevolution für eine nachhaltige ökonomische

Entwicklung und soziale und ökonomische Gerechtigkeit bietet. Der Name

„Die 4. Revolution“ soll dabei die Bedeutung unterstreichen, die der

Energiewende nach der industriellen, der agroökonomischen und der

informationstechnologischen Revolution für die Menschheit zukommt. Drei Jahre lang hat Regisseur Carl

Fechner an dem 1, 5 Millionen Euro teuren Film gearbeitet. Gedreht wurde in zehn Ländern, auf vier

Kontinenten. 116 Stunden Material – aus dem am Ende eine 90minütige Hochglanz-Kinoproduktion

entstand, die die Menschen mitreißen soll.

Möglich wurde der Film nur durch die finanzielle Unterstützung zahlreicher

Öko-Unternehmen, Verände und staatlicher Institutionen wie beispielsweise

der rheinland-pfälzischen Landeszentrale für Umweltaufklärung. Auch der

größte Förderer des Projekts sitzt
 bei uns im Land – die Firma JUWI aus

Wörrstadt. Das rasant wachsende Unternehmen kämpft selbst seit Jahren mit

einer eigenen 100-Prozent-Kampagne für die Energiewende. Im Kinofilm ist

Firmengründer Matthias Willenbacher als visionärer Unternehmer eine der

zentralen Figuren. Vor gerade mal 15 Jahren träumte er noch davon, ein

Windrad zu bauen. Heute macht die Firma Juwi rund 600 Millionen Euro

Umsatz im Jahr und beschäftigt mehr als 750 Mitarbeiter weltweit. Im Film

spielt Matthias Willenbacher nicht nur eine zentrale Rolle, weil er zu den

führenden Projektentwicklern erneuerbarer Energien gehört, sondern weil er mit seiner

Unternehmensführung immer wieder Zeichen setzt. So ist das JUWI-Bürogebäude in Wörrstadt das

energieeffizienteste der Welt und produziert mehr Energie als es verbraucht.

Der Kinofilm „Die 4. Revolution“ zeigt aber nicht nur das technisch Machbare

und die gigantischen High-Tech-Anlagen in den Industriestaaten, sondern er

ist auch ein Film über globale Zusammenhänge: über Machtstruktuen, Politik,

Lobbyismus und über den Zusammenhang von Armut und Energieversorgung.

Dezentrale Projekte wie beispielsweise in Bangladesh zeigen, dass die

Energiewende auch in Entwicklungsländern ein Ausweg aus der

wirtschaftlichen Misere sein kann. Dort wurden Frauen zu Energiewirten

ausgebildet und mit Hilfe von Mikrokrediten für die arme Landbevölkerung

mehr als 400.000 Minisolaranlagen auf Dächern installiert.

Nicht zuletzt will „Die 4. Revolution – EnergyAutonomy“ mehr sein als nur ein

überzeugender Kinofilm: Der soll nur den Auftakt bilden für eine ganze

Bewegung – die „Energy-Autonomy-Gemeinde“ – an der sich jeder beteiligen

kann. Das Ziel ist klar: Mit vereinten Kräften die Vision von der Energiewende

Wirklichkeit werden zu lassen. Der Film „Die 4. Revolution –

EnergyAutonomy“ ist ab dem 18. März im Kino zu sehen.

Alle Sendetermine:

26.01.2010, 18.15 Uhr, Im Grünen, SWR Fernsehen in Rheinland-Pfalz

Letzte Änderung am: 19.01.2010, 18.36 Uhr

Mehr im WWW:

www.energy autonomy.org

http://www.energyautonomy.org

URL: http://www.swr.de/im-gruenen-rp/-/id=100810/nid=100810/did=5769740/f6hqby/index.html

26.01.2010 - SWR  Fernsehen - Ein Kinofilm will die Welt verändern: Die 4. Revolution :: Im Grünen | SWR.de

http://www.swr.de/im-gruenen-rp/-/id=100810/vv=print/pv=print/nid=100...
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A brief selection of the positive voices from various groups that have followed the film and the 
media project through the entire development process in the past four years. We continue to 
receive them daily in emails, on Facebook, as tweets and in newspaper articles.

COMPANIES
“Many pupils were surprised and heard for the first time about the possibility of implementing 100% 
renewable energy now and worldwide. That is very significant for me as an energy consultant and 
convinced communicator to show children and young people that we are dealing with THEIR 
future and that they can now already do something about it. The film is perfect for that.”
Günter Lieberth, film workshop leader for the mdr:JUMP School Tour 2011,   Energy Consulting 
LIEBERTH

“We are enthused about the film and therefore gave the DVD to our customers and business 
partners for Christmas. We also use the DVD as an information source for customers during the 
year. The exchange of ideas surrounding the Event Partner Network has been extremely valuable 
and energizing for us.”
Marlies and Andreas Billich, Billich Solar- und Elektrotechnik 

“Our solar technicians have presented the film and made it available to a broad range of people 
at events through a nation-wide network. The consistently positive reactions to the film at these 
events, as well as the reactions of our customers, business partners, employees, friends and 
families confirm that we are all heading in the right direction together.”
Sandra Christiansen, Spokeswoman, Wagner & Co Solartechnik GmbH 

Facebook
“I am convinced that this film will help shut 
down the nuclear power issue!”
Peter Knobl 

“Memorable film instead of a memorable 
moment.”
Karin Hofmann 

“Let‘s take the chance for a clean future 
seriously! Step 1: Get all the information; 
Step 2: Walk the talk. E.g. sign-up for clean 
electricity. I saw this film last year with friends 
in a Munich cinema. It is absolutely a must see 
for EVERYONE!”
Tina Liana Günther 

“I bought the DVD in January. The steps 
and positive examples of the energy forms 
of the future are wonderfully prepared and 
presented.“
Klaus Schwendemann
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Bei dem Kino-Dokumentarfilm DIE 4. REVOLUTION – Energy 

Autonomy geht es in besonderem Maße darum zu zeigen, 

dass der Umstieg von einer fossil-nuklear geprägten Welt-

wirtschaft auf ein nachhaltiges System, basierend auf erneu-

erbaren Energien, machbar ist - u
nd wie faszinierend dies 

sein kann. Und: Wer sich dagegen stemmt...

Ich bin fest davon überzeugt: Nie war eine globale Aufbruch-

stimmung so stark wie im Moment. Energy Autonomy: Das 

ist ein Ziel, eine Klammer, die über nationale Grenzen und 

mentale Blockaden hinweg Milliarden von Menschen verei-

nen kann. Es kann der Beginn eines Aufbruchs sein. Denn 

weltweite Energie Autonomie, das bedeutet mehr Gerech-

tigkeit, w
eniger Krieg und die Überwindung von Armut. Ein 

großes Thema für großes Kino, das zugleich auch Ort fü
r 

eine Vielzahl von Events, Aktionen, Diskussionen und Ausei-

nandersetzung sein kann und soll.

Carl-A. Fechner 

Buch, Regie & PRoduktion

Carl-A. Fechner ist Journalist, Filmemacher und Produzent. 

Seit 1989 ist er geschäftsführender Gesellschafter der fech-

nerMEDIA GmbH. Als Träger des europäischen Solarpreises 

1998 und des B.A.U.M.-Umweltpreises 2009 ist er schon 

lange überzeugt von der Notwendigkeit eines grundlegen-

den Umdenkens. Seit 20 Jahren zeigt Fechners Unterneh-

men deshalb VorBilder zu nachhaltigem Handeln – in einer 

Vielzahl von international preisgekrönten Dokumentarfil-

men, Öffentlichkeitskampagnen und breit angelegten Me-

dienprojekten.

 

Carl-A. Fechner über den

Die 4. Revolution

inHAlt

Der Dokumentarfilm DIE 4. REVOLUTION – Energy Autono-

my von Carl-A. Fechner steht für eine mitreißende Vision: 

Eine Welt-Gemeinschaft, d
eren Energieversorgung zu 100 

Prozent aus erneuerbaren Quellen gespeist ist – für jeden 

erreichbar, bezahlbar und sauber. Eine globale Umstruktu-

rierung, die Machtverhältnisse neu ordnet und Kapital ge-

rechter verteilt, k
önnte jetzt beginnen. Wir m

üssen es nur tun! 

Wie – das zeigt Fechners Film anhand beispielhafter Projek-

te und ihrer Vorkämpfer in zehn Ländern: Das energieeffi-

zienteste Bürogebäude der Welt steht in Deutschland und 

produziert mehr Energie, als es verbraucht. Erneuerbare 

Energien sichern Familien in Mali und Bangladesh über 

hautnahe Finanzierungsmodelle die Existenz. Alternative 

Energiekonzepte revolutionieren die Autoindustrie und för-

dern neue Wege der Mobilität.

In vierjähriger Produktionszeit begleiteten Carl-A. Fechner 

und sein Team engagierte Prominente, sprachen mit Top-

Managern, afrikanischen Müttern, Bankern und ambitio-

nierten Aktivisten auf der ganzen Welt. A
m Ende des hoch-

aktuellen Films kann für alle ein neuer Anfang stehen: 

Die 4. Revolution – Energy Autonomy.

Ibrahim Togola 

Mali

»Mehr als zwei Milliarden Menschen 

haben keinen Zugang zu Licht, zu
 einer 

Lam pe bei sich zu Hause. Wir brauchen 

eine Institution, die über die Menschen 

nach denkt, die das heutige Energiesys-

tem vergessen hat.«  

Muhammad Yunus 

Bangladesh

»Die Sonne ist Energie. Und der Mensch 

ist auch Energie, kreative Energie! Arm ist 

für mich nur jemand, der seine kreative 

Energie nicht nutzen kann.«

Elon Musk 

usa

»Ich habe darüber nachgedacht, was 

für die Zukunft der Menschheit am 

Wichtigsten ist. Die drei wertvollsten 

Bereiche sind: das Internet, die Raum-

fahrt und der Übergang zu erneuer-

baren Energien.«   

Hermann Scheer 

deutschland

»Wir stehen vor dem größten Struktur-

wandel der Wirtschaft seit dem Beginn 

des Industrize
italters.«

Zhengrong Shi 

china

»Wenn China weiterhin so stark 

wachsen will, m
uss sich China mit 

der Umwelt be schäftigen. Das heißt, 

die Energie muss aus alternativen 

und erneuerbaren Quellen kommen. 

Ich glaube, die nächste industrielle 

Revolution ist die EnergieRevolution.«  

www.en
erg

yau
tonomy.o

rg
EinE EnErgy Autonomy – DEr film gmbh produKtion

drEhbuch CArl-A. fEChnEr ExEcutivE producEr irjA mArtEns rEgiE CArl-A. fEChnEr

 ÜbEr dEn WEg in EinE WElt dEr ErnEuErbArEn EnErgiEn.

Com
munity tra

iler

EnErgy Autonomy - DEr film gmbh

Schwarzwaldstr. 4
5

d-78194 immendingen

tel.: +
49 (0) 74 62 / 92 39 2 -14 / -2

3 / -2
4

info@energyautonomy.org

www.energyautonomy.org 

       
       

   Der Community trailer

der  90-minütige  Kino-dokumentarfilm  EnErgy Autonomy – the 4th revo-

lution  zeigt anhand prominenter umweltaktivis
ten, nobelpreisträger, inno-

vativer unternehmer und politike
r, dass der umstieg nach dem heutigen 

Stand der technik bereits möglich ist.

der Film macht deutlich
, welche chancen die Energierevolution beinhaltet: 

Für eine nachhaltige ökonomische Entwicklu
ng, neue Mobilitätskonzepte, 

soziale und ökologische gerechtigkeit, b
ekämpfung der Armut.

„Energieautonomie - das bedeutet die umfassende veränderung fast aller 

Zusammenhänge der Wirtschaft, g
esellschaft, politik u

nd technik durch 

den 100%igen umstieg auf Erneuerbare Energien. 

Mit the 4th revolution findet er den Zugang ins Kino! und damit zu 

breitem, auch jüngerem publikum, zu glamour, zu begeisterung für den 

Aufbruch ins Solarzeitalter. Freuen Sie sich darauf!“ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

(carl-A. Fechner)

die  kostenlose vorführung dieses 7 - minütigen trailers im privaten und 

öffentlich
en raum ist ausdrücklic

h genehmigt, seine verbreitung er-

wünscht

Hermann Scheer  Bianca  Jagger  Muhammad Yunus  Ibrahim Togola  

in einem Film von Carl-A. Fechner

Ein Film aus der Bewegung für die Bewegung

www.energyautonomy.org
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ACADEMIC
For his Masters Thesis in the spring of 2011, the French economist, Marc Lauriac, evaluated the satisfaction 
of the financial supporters for the film and media project from the production phase. One of his findings: 
94% of the supporters and sponsors said they were “overwhelmed” by the success of their support.

PRESS
“There is no other more important or up-to-date issue.”
BZ Berlin 

“The 4th Revolution is conceived as a manifesto – with a healthy dose of intuitively presented information 
and unbelievably aesthetic photos.”
Berliner Zeitung 

“Dedicated documentary”
Hamburger Abendblatt 

“The case for the energy transformation.”
Hamburger Morgenpost

“Perfectly produced documentary…makes its case with encouraging projects.”
Financial Times Deutschland

“Exciting, illuminating and encouraging.”
Stern

“The 4th Revolution – a must see and can do.”
taz online

Facebook
“Fantastic film: Hermann Scheer in the lead role. 
All of my pupils have to make it through :)”
Mario Comite

“Very good, not possible to present Hermann 
Scheer‘s legacy more compactly. I and especially 
my children (12) understood the message! 100% 
renewable energy is no longer utopian!”
Ewu Remmiz

“A filled auditorium, an hour of discussion and 
240 shining eyes in spite of snow flurries! The 
film shook the citizens of Ansbach awake. Thank 
you for the promotion material and the friendly 
support.”
Marc Armbrust

“This film needs to get into every classroom.”
Jörg Cölsmann

15

POWERFUL VOICES FOR A POWERFUL PROJECT



… why support a film

100% renewable energy for the entire world. Is that realistic? Many, who have looked at the issue 
briefly, would say it‘s “a far-off dream” or a “utopia”. However, the majority of humanity has never 
really considered the issue and does not know the endless potential of renewable energy. 
THE 4th REVOLUTION – Energy Autonomy is able to convince doubters and encourage millions 
with the energy transformation message. The film has already reached many with 130,000 cinema-
goers in only 9 months, but that is supposed to only be the beginning. We would like to expand our 
network through various channels and carry it beyond the borders of Germany to the world. Of 
course, change starts with an idea.

The goal is directly reaching 50 million people with the project by the end of 2012.
It is possible with your support! Therefore we are asking you!

solar technician, Mymensing / Bangladesch16



There are two possibilities for contributing to and participating 
in the international distribution of the film. 

1.) You can purchase the high-quality Director‘s Edition DVD with 
your personalized appearance in your language and distribute it 
in your sphere of influence.

2.) You can take part in and work along with the financing of the 
international media campaign. The goal is to reach people in at 
least 20 countries in Europe and beyond with the “revolutionary” 
message of the film through a national campaign in their respective 
country. Throughout Europe. In India. In Russia. In China and 
Japan. In the USA. In Canada. Everywhere around the world!

… Your benefit
On the following pages we would like to give you an overview 
of our offer and create the desire in you to become a publicly 
visible participating partner in an exciting, globally effective 
and socially relevant media project. Whether you purchase the 
Director‘s Edition DVD for your own use, for your professional 
sphere, for schools or for your foreign business involvements or 
whether you take part in the international media campaign, the 
project offers an ideal platform to publicly present your company 
and your convictions.

An overview of your advantages:
- Goal-oriented (company) perception
- Increase of awareness level
- Sustainable attention for your company / product / etc.
- Communication of your expertise
- Reduced distribution loss
- Includes the key issue “education”
- Exploitation of training area for publicity and marketing
- Positive image transfer
- Sense of social responsibility
- The good feeling of supporting a meaningful project

17

YOUR OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE

“We invited our solar customers to the premiere, because we knew they were especially open to 
the issue. With the moderate costs of a cinema event we were able to underscore our reputation as 
“Number 1 in the area” in solar and provide our existing customers with an enjoyable evening. The 
film serves as a brilliant marketing tool.  But much more important is that people are enthused and 

start thinking. Long live the revolution!”
(Martin Stapel, CEO STAPEL GmbH - Individuelle Bad- und Wärmelösungen)



The Director‘s Edition DVD: Produced especially for you.
We exclusively offer for purchase the high-quality DVD of the film as a 
Director‘s Edition. The DVD comes in an environmentally sustainable 
case and includes an extensive amount of bonus material…

Currently available language versions (subtitled):
German (also overvoice), English, French, Spanish, Czech, Polish

Additional language versions can be produced for you free of charge 
with an order of 2,000 DVDs or more.

We also gladly accept individual orders. The price for the DVD via 
fechnerMEDIA is €19.90 euros (incl. VAT). However, we would appreciate 
your understanding if the delivery is somewhat delayed. Please direct 
your (advance) order to: bestellung@fechnermedia.de.
We can offer a discount for larger orders. On page 27 you will find the 
prices for orders of 20, 50, 100, 500 or more DVDs.

The DVD is extremely appropriate as a gift for high-value customers, 
employees and business partners or as a thank you present for new 
customers. Schools are also pleased to receive a DVD copy with the 
corresponding screening license in order to use it in lessons with the 
result that children take the message home. The comprehensive bonus 
material also offers a wide range of usage possibilities.
Challenge us – we welcome your suggestions!

Bougouni / Mali

“We have 30 years at the most, to shift from conventional to 
renewable energy. One involved generation can manage that.”
(Hermann Scheer in THE 4th REVOLUTION)

18



Cinema film THE 4th REVOLUTION – Energy Autonomy (83 minutes)                                     
• Spoken or subtitled version with booklet to the film

Comprehensive bonus material
1. Support material for education and continuing education
• 80 pages of didactic material as PDF for pupils and teachers, in order 
to integrate the film in instruction and therefore expand the awareness 
of 100% renewable energy throughout the society (with an order of 3,000 
DVDs, the didactic material is included free of charge in your language)

2. Short contributions about the film and media project:
• Interview with the director Carl-A. Fechner (with subtitles)
• Brief Message about the media project and the campaign surrounding 
THE 4th REVOLUTION – Energy Autonomy (with subtitles)
• Trailer to the film
• Making Of

3. Music clips:
• Film song: “Have you ever“ / Bukahara Trio
• “The day before the 4th Revolution“ / Carlos Perón
• “Resistance“ – Music clip with photos and facts about the anti-nuclear 
and anti-coal movement.

„Die 4. Revolution – Energy Autonomy ist 

spektakuläres Kino und bedeutsame 

Botschaft zugleich.“  SWR

„Spannend, erhellend und Mut machend.” 

Der Stern 

Umfangreiches Bonusmaterial

Leben mit Erneuerbaren

Energieeffizienz

Solararchitektur

Solarindustrie

Nachhaltige Mobilität

Urbanisierung und Stadtplanung

Medienprojekt Energy Autonomy

Musikvideo Bukahara Trio

Musikclips „Umweltzerstörung“

und „Widerstand“

Making Of

Trailer

80 Seiten ausführliches didaktisches Material

für Lehrer, Ausbilder und Schüler

www.energyautonomy.org

www.4-revolution.de

SPRACHEN Originalsprachen

UNTERTITEL Deutsch
Hauptfilm

83 Min.

Bonus

91 Min.

5.1

Deutsch (Voice Over)

5.1

1.78:1
ANAMORPHIC

WIDESCREEN

FARBE

© fechnerMEDIA GmbH / www.fechnermedia.de / Alle Urheber- und Leistungsrechte vorbehalten. Keine unerlaubte Vorführung, 

Vervielfältigung, Vermietung, Sendung – ganz oder ausschnittsweise. Ö-Lizenzen können über fechnerMEDIA erworben werden.

Der aufwändig inszenierte Dokumentarfilm ruft zur Energiewende auf, weg von 

fossil-atomaren Rohstoffen hin zu Erneuerbaren. Die mitreißende Vision: Eine Welt-

Gemeinschaft, deren Energieversorgung zu 100 Prozent aus erneuerbaren Quellen 

gespeist ist – für jeden erreichbar, bezahlbar und sauber. Eine globale Umstrukturie-

rung, die Machtverhältnisse neu ordnet und Kapital gerechter verteilt, könnte jetzt 

beginnen. Der Film beobachtet in einer Reise um die Welt das Leben und Wirken 

von zehn Menschen, die ein Ziel verbindet: EnergieAutonomie. Fechner und sein 

Team begleiten engagierte Prominente, sprechen mit Top-Managern, afrikanischen 

Müttern, Bankern und ambitionierten Aktivisten auf der ganzen Welt. Mit beeindru-

ckenden Bildern und klaren Aussagen zeigt der Film Lösungen auf, regt zum Weiter-

denken und Handeln an und ist schon jetzt mehr als ein Film. Eine Bewegung.

Deutschlands erfolgreichster Kino-Dokumentarfilm des Jahres

„Perfekt inszenierter Dokufilm” 

Financial Times Deutschland
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THE ProduCt – THe DVD



The DVD for your company

We offer you the DVD of the film in the Director‘s 
Edition to use for your company and distribute in your 
sphere of influence, for example, as part of a school 
or university sponsorship, as a unique appreciation 
for customers and service providers, as a gift for 
your employees, or as part of the political training 
of your community council.

From a specific order number on you will receive 
your “own” DVD of the film, completely designed 
to your needs and wishes.

20

“The film is an ideal resource for us, to let people know about our goal of a 100% renewable energy 
supply. The possibility fechnerMEDIA gave us of shooting an introduction will help us immensely. 
It was my first experience with filming and I was enthused about the way the fechnerMEDIA team 

planned and led the day.”
(Hans Rudolf von Känel,resident of the foundation council - energy for future – 100 % renewable)



We provide the following:
 
With an order of 1,000 DVDs (Price: €9,990.00 EUR net plus VAT) we will individualize your DVD 
cover according to your wishes.

With an order of 2,500 DVDs (Price: €22,500.00  EUR net plus VAT) you receive sponsor status and 
enjoy all the advantages of being a sponsoring partner.
You will be presented as a partner on our homepage (English and German) and can introduce 
yourself to the Energy Autonomy community with your own statement.
Your logo will appear in the film credits and on the DVD cover with the next printing of the DVD.
You will be introduced briefly in our newsletter, on our blog and on our Facebook page (more than 
6,000 fans).
Your name will appear on all advertising material for the film in Germany. 

In addition, with an order of 3,000 DVDs (Price: €24,900.00 EUR net plus VAT) our film team will 
come to you and produce a 2-3 minute image clip free of charge and in the usual fechnerMEDIA 
quality. The clip can be placed directly before the film in your DVD. At your request, we would be 
happy to send examples of our high-quality image clips.

In general: We‘ll be glad to speak with you about prices, services and your individual needs 
and wishes.

•

•

•

•

Rainforest, Manaus / Brasil 21

THE DVD FOR YOUR COMPANY



International Cinema Distribution

fechnerMEDIA has been able to test the public interest in the film beyond central Europe at various international film festivals and 
screenings. In April of 2011 alone, the film ran in seven different languages at around 30 international festivals, among others in 
Costa Rica, Durban, Turin, London, Cambridge, Vancouver and San Francisco. The desire to see the film played in international 
cinemas is tangible in every country. 
The international media campaign is designed to publicize the film world-wide through a range of media.

To that end, the community crew of the fechnerMEDIA team is opening its doors and inviting “ambassadors” of the film – media 
experts, environmental activists, journalists and energy specialists from various countries – to 6-12-week long trainee programs 
in the campaign office in Berlin. Under the direction of an experienced communications expert, these “ambassadors” will develop 
a decentralized concept, tailor-made to fit the concerns and possibilities of their localities in order to disseminate the film in their 
country. They will start to make their individual campaign concept a reality and begin to implement it already in Berlin.
 
At the end of the trainee programme they will return to their country and carry out their plans on site in the next 6-8 weeks. Or 
longer. All expenses and a fair trainee compensation will be assumed by fechnerMEDIA. Please request our complete information 
brochure related to this offer.

The campaign is scheduled for 18 months. It has been calculated at around €180,000 euros and should be completely financed 
through funds from engaged, internationally operating companies as well as involved institutions and individuals. It will begin when 
75% of the financing has been pledged.

Our possibilities for cooperation in the international campaign:
- Cross promotion
- Special screenings for your own, unique target group
- Merchandizing
- Cooperation with educational institutions (schools, universities, continuing education facilities)

We want to implement the campaign in your country according to your wishes! Let‘s talk about it!

“Possibly the most inspirational, solutions-
based environmental film out there”

Vancouver International Film Festival.

OFFICIAL SELECTION
VANCOUVER INTERNATIONAL

FILM FESTIVAL
2010
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The international media campaign - our services for you:

Our sponsors and supporters build the foundation of our media project. Every one of them has acquired one or more symbolic 
building blocks, because this revolution can only work, when it is carried by society and in the economy. Every “film building 
block” has a value of €1,000 euros. By purchasing them you can support the financing of the international media campaign 
and the international distribution of one of the most important films of our time. As a supporter or sponsor you show your 
colours. You take a position and gain a profile. Of course, support for this project can be entered as a business expense for tax 
purposes.

Supporter – from 1 building block on
As a supporter you are able to publicize a statement about the reason for your financial involvement and a picture or your 
company logo on our international website www.energyautonomy.org. Your name will appear in the film credits. A link leads 
to your website. Following the production of the DVDs, 50 Premium DVDs in the Director‘s Edition will be available to you 
personally.

Sponsor – from 20 building blocks on
From 20 building blocks on you become a sponsor. Sponsors can display a logo, link and their own text in a graphically bordered 
section of the website. In addition, you have the possibility of presenting yourself on the accompanying film material: on the 
DVD cover, the booklet, the cinema poster and on flyers and brochures. We will also introduce you in our newsletter, on our 
blog and on the Facebook page. World-wide! Beyond that, your name or the name of your company will be featured in the 
credits on the DVD of THE 4th REVOLUTION - Energy Autonomy. Following production, you will receive 250 DVDs (by request in 
the language of your choice) – gladly with your individually designed cover as well.

„Wind, solar, electric vehicles, green buildings - we‘ve 
seen the future in Carl-A. Fechner‘s brilliant new film 
THE 4th REVOLUTION - Energy Autonomy.“
San Francisco Green Film Festival

Los Angeles / USA

OFFICIAL SELECTION
San Francisco Green

FILM FESTIVAL
2010
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Help us propagate a unique, never before seen media project for 
the world. Support the project by distributing DVDs or by financing 
the international media campaign. By doing that you will actively 
contribute to the transition to 100% renewable energy.

Our Energy Autonomy - Campaign Team is always available to answer 
your individual questions or respond to your critique or wishes in 
German, English or French.
Contact us:

Gabi Di Stefano       +49 (0)7462 923 92-0
info@fechnermedia.de

Irja Martens          +49 (0)160 612 09 03
irja.martens@energyautonomy.org

Visit us on the Web: 
www.energyautonomy.org  
www.fechnermedia.com/blog/
facebook/4threvolution
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Cooperation Opportunity 1
Acquire the Director‘s Edition DVD of THE 4th REVOLUTION - Energy Autonomy, or with a larger order as an individualized Special Edition
(Description of the DVD contents on page 19)

20 DVDs 50 DVDs 100 DVDs 500 DVDs 1,000 DVDs 2,500 DVDs 3,000 DVDs
Kosten / Preise (netto) 300.-  EUR 700.- EUR 1,300.- EUR 5,500.- EUR 9,900.- EUR 22,500.- EUR 24,900.- EUR

DVD Director‘s Edition
Individualized DVD-Cover
Image clip before the main film
Sponsor status with all benefits 
(see Cooperation Opportunity 2)

Currently available languages (subtitled version): German (also overvoiced), English, Spanish
Additional language versions can be produced for you free of charge with an order of 2,000 DVDs or more.
We gladly accept advance orders of language versions that are not currently available. We appreciate your understanding that the delivery may be delayed.

• • • •
•
• •

•
•
•
•
••

Our possibilities for cooperation in the international campaign:
- Cross promotion
- Special screenings for your own, unique target group
- Merchandizing
- Cooperation with educational institutions (schools, universities, continuing education facilities)

An overview of your advantages:
- Goal-oriented (company) perception
- Increase of awareness level
- Sustainable attention for your company / product / etc.
- Communication of your expertise
- Reduced distribution loss
- Exploitation of training area for publicity and marketing
- Positive image transfer
- Sense of social responsibility
- The good feeling of supporting a meaningful project
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Cooperation Opportunity 2
Sponsoring the international campaign to the film THE 4th REVOLUTION - Energy Autonomy in cinemas world-wide by acquiring symbolic building blocks.
(1 building block = 1,000.- EUR)

from 1,000.- EUR 
(Supporter)

from 20,000.- EUR 
(Sponsor)

from 150,000.- EUR 
(Main Sponsor)

Supporter
Web space with logo and personal statement at www.energyautonomy.org 
personal acknowledgement in the film credits for the cinema film and on the DVD (international)
Sponsor 
with logo in the credits of the film in theaters and on the DVD (international)
logo on film posters 
logo on promotional material (flyers, etc.)
Inclusion in advertising and media relations (digital and print)
logo on DVD cover
Main Sponsor
highlighted presentation as main sponsor on the home page
highlighted presentation of logo and name in film credits on the cinema version and DVD (international)
highlighted presentation of logo on film posters (international)
highlighted presentation of logo on film flyers (international)
preferred inclusion in advertising and media relations (international)
highlighted presentation of logo on the DVD cover (international)
exclusive partner for an international cinema premiere
(increased media awareness, ticket contingent for premiere)
gratis DVD copies of the film (quantity) 50 250 1.000
production of the DVD as a Special Edition (logo animation, production of an individual image clip)

B
en

efi
ts

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Whatever you decide: with your effective publicity participation you will become a friend and partner in an exciting, globally effective and socially meaningful media project. 
That is not a one way street, but rather helps you to establish yourself and your message more effectively in an immensely growing market.
The project needs you - and can offer you so much more!
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“The energy transition has never looked so good.
It could well be that this film really does start a revolution.”

Spiegel Online

© fechnermedia: 2011
Every DVD counts!
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